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Momma Tee:
She got the
job done
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(L-R,) Dr. David Welch’s family: Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch,
wife Alletha Welch and daughter Katrina Welch were on hand to help rededicate
the Dr. David T. Welch Center for Progress and Community Development,
and celebrate the Red Tent Market’s official grand opening.
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ST. PETERSBURG – Fortytwo years ago, Dr. David T.
Welch, completed his doctoral
dissertation on the rehabilitation and re-employment of exoffenders. He recognized that
ex-offenders transitioning from
incarceration back into society
needed more than just a few
bucks in their pocket and a bus
ride home.
Dr. Welch worked hard in
his career as a community servant and leader. From being

the second black person to sit
on St. Pete city council to owning a successful tax and accounting
service,
Welch
understood the needs of his
community.
A year and a half after his
death in 2013, Welch Tax Services and Accounting—the
building he spent close to five
decades in scouring over
spreadsheets and ledger entries—was rechristened the Dr.
David T. Welch Center for
Progress and Community Development and formally welcomed Pinellas Ex-offender

Reentry Coalition (PERC) in its
walls.
Bright and early Tuesday
morning, the building that was
known as the “black city hall,”
where political campaigns were
launched, businesses were
started, and plans were made
to empower the black community, was rededicated with the
unveiling of a plaque of Dr.
Welch.
“Through his history of
leadership and public service,
Dr. Welch remains a legend
and a giant among the forefaSee LEGEND, page 10

SCDAA celebrates 46 years of service
and compassion
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BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — The
Sickle Cell Disease Association
of America (SCDAA), St. Petersburg Chapter celebrated their
46th anniversary with a benefit
dinner Saturday, Sept. 22 at the
St. Petersburg Country Club.
This fundraiser is held annually
to help support client programs
and services throughout the
year.
President and Founder Mary
Murph opened the program by
introducing Antonesia Jackson,
the pint-sized sickle cell ambassador, who is fulfilling her last
year of duties.
Antonesia is a fourth-grade
student at Pinellas Park Elementary School. She enjoys coloring,

Ambassador Antonesia Jackson and
SCDAA Founder Mary Murph
dancing and her ambition is to about her experience with the
become a doctor.
painful disease.
She walked over to the micro“One of the symptoms is
phone, clasped it without any when my eyes gloss over, and I
hesitation and told the audience

In a 2015 post on St. Petersblog, journalist Janelle Irwin
wrote an article on Theresa Lassiter entitled “Momma Tee Lassiter: Activist or antagonist?”
Well, I’m here to answer that
question: Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter was both. She had a
sharp tongue and a quick wit, and
she’d let you know, as she would
always say, “That dog don’t hunt.”
Lassiter drew her last breathe
Monday, Oct. 1 at 1:40 a.m. She
fought the good fight, but pancreatic cancer is not an easy foe to
vanquish. She was 62.
She was portrayed in the
media as a baseless rebel rouser,
but most outlets never flipped the
coin to see the other side. She
may not have been your typical
palatable community leader, but
she got the job done.
And yes, she was loud! She
was on the scene at just about
every city council meeting giving
all of them the what for. She ran
afoul with just about every locally
elected official possible, and even
with some who were just thinking
about running for office. She didn’t care if you were black or
white, rich or poor, gay or
straight.
In her own Momma Tee way,
her grandiloquent diatribes were
all in an effort to help the community she loved so dearly.
Momma Tee did so much for
that single mother or returned
citizen that we will never know
about. Although she was not shy
about making her accomplishments known, the small things
such as helping someone pay
their electric bill or driving someone to a job interview she didn’t
publicize because it was all in a
day’s work.
I first met Momma Tee after
at a mayoral forum I held in 2013
when she walked out cussing
mad because someone was attacking then-Mayor Bill Foster—
who she thought was the best
thing since sliced bread. And
even though we sometimes disagreed on how to tackle an issue,
I must say, she got the job done.
How many people you know
meet regularly with the chief of
police on their turf to discuss and
resolve neighborhood issues?

See SCDAA, page 8
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Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Does God overlook repentance for His mercy?
Does Jesus love everyone? God
sent his only son to be sacrificed for
those who are condemned to hell
(that is everybody according to the
Bible Jn.3:15-16). But if one does not
repent that love, mercy and forgiveness is not applied to them because
they are not receptive to God’s qualifications.
Universalists begin with a wrong
premise, which allows them to reinterpret clear scriptures by the unclear.
So in universalism all the people
who die before the age of accountability will have salvation given to them,
just as all those who live their life in
rejection to the gospel, to the way the
truth and life will get a second chance
– no one is without.
But if we take their unto its end,
there is no advantage for a believer
over an unbeliever. They can be an
idolater and a believer who lives their
life for Christ suffering to do right
and they both receive the same.
That’s there ideology, but that is NOT
the Bible’s theology!
It is not distributed to everyone
(those who believe and those who do
not alike). The Bible does NOT say
all will be saved in the end. Universalists distort the Scripture to no end to
make it seem as if Jesus dying for sin
is automatically applied to all.
John 14:6 “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me.” This
teaching states Jesus is the only way
to God, therefore all other religions,
belief systems are excluded.
John 5:24 “Most assuredly, I say
to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has
everlasting life, and shall not come
into judgment, but has passed from
death into life.”
John 6:40 “And this is the will of
Him who sent Me, that everyone who
sees the Son and believes in Him may
have everlasting life; and I will raise
him up at the last day.”
John 6:47 “Most assuredly, I say
to you, he who believes in Me has
everlasting life.”
This is the requirement; there is
no scripture that says you don’t have
to believe. The Scripture says you
must BELIEVE.
We have Jesus himself saying who
will be in the kingdom; that one must

CONNECT
WITH US!

believe, repent. Repentance is a key
part of receiving eternal life. To turn
to Him and trust in His work for us,
which means to believe the gospel
and follow Him.
“Go and learn what this means: I
will have mercy and not sacrifice, for
I am not come to call the righteous
but sinners to repentance” (Mt. 9:13)
So the Universalist concludes
men are teaching that God’s efforts
at calling the “sinners to repentance”
are a failure because He destroys
them in the end.
This is the kind of emotional argument you get from those who “lean
on their own understanding.”
First he is calling them to repentance, which means they must do
something. God already did his part
and is doing his part by calling them
to himself.
Here is another misused scripture, 2 Peter 3:9: “The Lord is not
slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any
should perish but that all should
come to repentance.”
God gives us time to turn from
going away from him to turn toward
Him. To claim so many die and God
is not willing that any should perish,
as if not willing is the final word to
change it all is a non sequitur argument. God is not willing and He already did what was necessary.
What is repentance? It means to
change one’s mind, to change the direction. Again if one does not believe
in the gospel in this life there are no
second chances later.
God is not willing, that is why He
did the crucifixion, to offer everyone
the same way out of being punished,
receiving the penalty for their sins.
Another
example
of
this
runaround is 1 Tim. 4:10 “…the living God, who IS the savior of ALL
men, especially of those that believe.”
So they ask How can God be the
“Savior of all men” if all men are not
eventually saved?
Well when you take it out of its
context and leave out the word trust
you come up with a neutral statement
that applies to all.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L. Harrison
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HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD, M. ED.
ASALH Historian

Dr. Carter G. Woodson once wrote: “If you
teach a Negro that he has
accomplished as much
good as any other race he
will aspire to equality and
justice without regard to
race.”
Having experienced a
lack of education while he
was a young child, Woodson understood very well
the implications that were
associated with the denial
of access to education.
After a keen observation
of how slavery and its aftermath affected the multitude of black people in
America, he called attention to the critical situation that had resulted
from persistently imposed
racial barriers to education.
The “crisis” in black
education first began in
the days of slavery when
it was against the law for
slaves to learn how to
read and write. From the
1600s to the late 1800s, educating black people—
both
enslaved
and
free—was often discouraged, and eventually
made illegal in many of
the southern states.
With the exception of
Maryland and Kentucky,

all slave states prohibited
educating the enslaved.
The rationale was that literacy was a threat to the
institution of slavery or a
threat to jobs in northern
states.
In spite of Anti-Literacy Laws that had been
established by state governments, there were
slaves that learned to read
and write. They were passionate about learning as
much as they could from
those who were willing to
teach them, and some
were even self-taught with
knowledge obtained from
reading the Bible.
Slaves had to hide
away so as not to get
caught learning to read
and write, and they had little resources on hand. At
times, those who taught
the slaves risked their
own safety with threats of
harsh beatings and imprisonment.
Even in parts of the antebellum north, education
was discouraged for
blacks. The schools that
were relegated to black
communities in the north
were mostly inadequate
and lacked many basic resources.
Whether due to laws,
politics or practices,
racially
segregated
schools remained the
norm in America during

The critical role of education in the
history of African Americans, Part l

the Reconstruction Era
(1865-1877) through the
20th century and in many
places today.
In the 21st century,
critical problems in black
education have grown significantly in urban neighborhood schools. It’s the
same old problem that
dates back to the “separate but equal” doctrine.
In many urban neighborhood public schools,
there is a lack of resources, endured overcrowding, a significant
racial achievement gap
and policies that fail to deliver substantive opportunities. Tragically, many
poorly
performing
schools serve as a
“pipeline to prison” for
some of today’s youth.
Even here in St Petersburg, some of our neighborhood schools have
been labeled “failure factories.” A lack of money and
resources from the Pinellas County School Board
over a period of about
eight years had a negative
effect on students’ academic performance and
social behavior.
Yet, African-American
history can remind us that
we have been resilient to
pitfalls that have plagued
our pursuit of knowledge.
It’s important to know our
history so we can become

more aware of what we
must do to overcome the
current barriers of neglect and lack of resources
in our schools.
After the Civil War,
there was the rise of educational institutions for
black youths. Black colleges and universities
were established throughout the south as well as a
few northern and midwestern Border States. It
was in those halls of
higher learning that educated the architects of
freedom movements and
cultivated black leaders in
every field.
For more than a century, African Americans
sought to ensure access to
equal educational opportunity. With knowledge of
the
judicial
system,
young, educated blacks
fought unrelenting legal
challenges of segregated
public schools.
Those school cases
gave the impetus that was
needed in the ongoing
struggle for civil rights,
social equality and racial
justice in the United
States.
There are so many elements that depict a more
complete picture of the
critical role of education in
the history of African
Americans. This article
will be continued in order

As a young enslaved boy in Baltimore,
Frederick Douglass bartered pieces of bread
for lessons in literacy. His teachers were white
neighborhood kids, who could read and write
but had no food.
to present a detailed development of how far
black education has come,
and how much further we
must go.
Education is a means
to empowerment and
therefore addressing the
crisis in black education
should be considered one

of the most important
goals in America’s past,
present and future.
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator
in the study of history and
language. She is also the
historian for the St. Petersburg Branch of ASALH.

Greater Mt. Zion AME Church celebrates pastor’s anniversary
ST. PETERSBURG –
Friday, Sept. 28, began a
three-day celebration honoring Rev. Clarence A.
Williams and First Lady
Andrea Williams for leading the Greater Mt. Zion
AME congregation to
greatness.
With the theme of “A
Servant Leader Worth of
Double Honor,” members
of the congregation celebrated 19 years of Williams
being their spiritual leader.
A Bartow native,
Williams was assigned to
the Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church in 1999. As a faithful servant and good steward, the Lord gave him the
vision to enlarge his territory for ministry. He followed the vision and
embarked on a $2 million

project to relocate the
church to a larger facility in
2008; the church has doubled in membership since.
Williams believes in
speaking truth to power,
trusting that the Bible directs him to “speak for
those who cannot speak
for themselves.” He endeavors to inform and educate his congregation of
the important issues of
today as well as works with
the academic community
to find solutions to problems in the system plaguing African Americans.
Outside of the church’s
walls, Williams formed
Cross & Anvil Human
Services, a nonprofit organization designed to
serve the residents of
Campbell Park and Mel-

rose communities regardless of their religious beliefs, in 2013. He is a board
member for the Community Health Centers of
Pinellas County, St. Petersburg, a lifetime member of
the NAACP and a cofounder of F.A.S.T. Justice
Ministry.
Williams is also a
founding member of Men
In The Making, a youth
mentoring organization.
He serves as treasurer and
board member for the Collective
Empowerment
Group, an organization developed to empower communities to pool their
resources so all parties can
benefit.
The three-day celebration kicked off on Friday
with an appreciation din-

ner, while Saturday was
the scene of spirited kickball game for the youth.
For the Sunday 7:30 a.m.
worship service, Rev. Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson of
First Institutional Baptist
Church took the reins as
guest preacher, but not to
be outdone by Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church’s Rev. Dr. James E.
Evans, Sr. at the 11 a.m.
service.
Malory Williams and
Shirley Kicklighter Morgan, committee chair and
co-chair
respectively,
helped the celebration go
off without a hitch. Rumor
is, the 20th anniversary celebration is already in the
works.
Senator Charlie Crist

Guest speaker Rev. Dr. James E. Evans, Sr.
from Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor Clarence Williams and
State Representative Wengay Newton

Dr. Tonjua Williams, First Lady Andrea Williams,
Pastor Clarence Williams and Deveron Gibbons

Rev. Dr. Wayne G. Thompson of First Institutional Baptist Church
and Pastor Clarence Williams
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Sen. Bill Nelson works to
reduce racial health disparities
and discrimination

U.S. Senators Bill Nelson and Kamala Harris
focus on fighting racial health disparities.
WASHINGTON, D.C.
– For black women, the
risk of death from pregnancy-related causes is
three to four times higher
than for their white counterparts. Black women
are twice as likely to suffer from life-threatening
complications
during
pregnancy.
U.S. Senator Bill Nelson joined fellow Senator
Kamala D. Harris as a cosponsor of her legislation
to reduce the racial disparities in maternal mortality and morbidity. The
Maternal Care Access
and Reducing Emergencies (CARE) Act will reduce the increasing rate
of deaths among Black
mothers resulting from

pregnancy or childbirth.
“This bill is a step towards ensuring that all
women have access to culturally competent, holistic
care, and to address the
implicit biases in our system,” according to Harris.
Nelson agreed adding,
“This legislation will set
us on the right path to
needed accessible healthcare solutions.”
Nelson is fighting for
accessible,
affordable
healthcare and to preserve coverage for those
with pre-existing conditions. African Americans
lead the nation with the
highest incidence of heart
disease, cancer, hypertension and diabetes with

their rates doubling and
tripling the illnesses
among all other groups.
“Dealing with these illnesses is critical to our
pursuit of wellness. Accessibility, affordability,
and care for those with
pre-existing conditions
will save so many lives in
our community. Senator
Nelson has shown real
leadership on these issues,” said Lauren Thornton, M.D.
The Maternal CARE
Act addresses racial and
ethnic disparities in
women’s health – including in maternal mortality.
The bill addresses bias in
judgement or behavior resulting from implicit attitudes and stereotypes.

Please join

Congressman
Charlie Crist
for our 2nd annual

Community Block
Party & BBQ
Saturday, October 13th
2:00 PM ² 5:00 PM
Dell Holmes Park - Shelter #9
2741 22nd St S
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Please reach out to Evan Lawlor at 727-900-5274
or evan@charliecrist.com with any questions

PAID FOR BY CHARLIE CRIST FOR CONGRESS

Learn about proposed Florida
constitutional amendments

ST. PETERSBURG –
The League of Women
Voters are set to host two
info sessions. The public
is encouraged to learn
more about 13 proposed
Florida
constitutional
amendments that will appear on the Nov. ballot
during one-hour information sessions held at St.
Petersburg libraries.
• Sunday, Oct. 14 at
the Main Library, 3745
Ninth Ave. N, at 1 p.m.
• Monday, Oct. 15 at
the James W. Johnson
Community
Library, 1059 18th Ave. S,
at 5:30 p.m.
On Tuesday, Nov. 6,

registered voters will
have an opportunity to
change the constitution
by voting on such matters as increasing the
homestead property tax
exemption;
allowing
Florida voters to approve
casino gambling; restoring voting rights to
Florida felons except in
murder or sex offenses
cases; creating constitutional rights for crime
victims; prohibiting offshore oil and gas drilling
and more.
More information on
all 13 proposed amendments
is
available
at vote.lwvspa.org/elec-

tion-guide/.
About your St. Petersburg Librar y
St. Petersburg’s Library System provides library
resources
to
inform, connect, and empower our diverse community. It operates seven
community libraries, including the Main Library, North Community
Library, South Community Library, West Community Library, Johnson
Community Library, Mirror Lake Community Library and a micro-library
at Childs Park. For more
i n f o r m a t i o n ,
visit splibraries.org.

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys

Care Council connects the community to care
BY LASHANTE KEYS
Empath Health Community
Partnership Specialist

ST. PETERSBURG —
It takes a community to
care for one another. Empath Health is honored to
partner and work handin-hand with the community to make a positive
impact on people’s care,
health and wellbeing.
Our Care Council in
St. Petersburg is dedicated to helping educate
African-American residents and families about
care and support services of Empath Health.
This group of community
leaders identifies needs
within the local community, shares information
about the Empath Health
network and assists us
with community outreach.
We are so grateful for
their valuable insight and
support. We plan to expand this model into
north and mid-Pinellas
County to reach even
more people.
Community love,
education and support
Three Care Council
members recently met to
talk about their roles and
commitment to the community. All three are St.
Pete natives.
“This is our town. We
are invested here. Both
of my parents are elderly,
and my husband just retired. I did a living will
with my family after Empath Health came and
presented on living wills
in my home. I am looking
at having another group
session,” said Lolita
Dash-Pitts, a Care Coun-

cil member and Front
Porch community health
educator.
Dash-Pitts want people to engage in conversations
about
life
insurance, living wills
and other types of planning—the kinds of discussions that people
don’t like to talk about.
Janice
Starling
Williams is also on the
Care Council and works
as an administrator at
Starling School and Daycare Center and is the
founder and executive director of All Kidney Patient Support Group.
Since she had been involved with health fairs
through Empath Health,
she was asked to be part
of the council.
Starling
Williams
helps educate the community on kidney disease, diabetes and other
health issues. She also
teaches people about
available care and support services to help
those affected by chronic
diseases and those
preparing for the final
stages of life.
“My church talks
about living wills. We
work with seniors, homeless people and others
dealing with health issues,” said Starling
Williams.
One issue she deals
with is the lack of fresh
produce and nutritious
food in certain areas of
the city.
“If you can’t go into a
grocery store and get
fresh vegetables or if you
can’t afford them, then
you may decide to eat

fast food, canned goods
or processed food, and
that’s how you get diabetes, high blood pressure, blocked arteries or
other conditions. Joining
the Care Council was the
right thing to do to further educate and help
people in our community,” Starling Williams
said.
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Deputy William Lawson is another Care
Council member.
“I focus on issues of
the community. I want to
make a positive difference,” said Lawson.
His purpose for joining the Care Council was
to bring a law enforcement perspective and
learn how he could help.
Lawson sees the need for
affordable housing, employment, restoration of
rights and health education, and wants to meet
people’s needs by giving
them information and resources.
“At crime watch or
neighborhood association meetings, we talk
about how to protect
identity, living wills and
preparation, grief counseling and other Empath
Health services. Empath
Health is about inclusion,
and our Care Council is
just what the name says,
we are a council that
cares,” he stated.
Compassionate
hospice care and more
Personally impacted
by Suncoast Hospice
care and services, Starling Williams enjoys
being an advocate.
“I’ve used services

L-R) Care Council members Janice Starling,
Deputy William Lawson and Lolita Dash-Pitts. Not pictured is
member Priscilla McFadden of the Juvenile Welfare Board.
and referred people to
services. I saw how Suncoast Hospice treated my
dad in my home and how
my sisters handled my
dad’s passing,” she said,
noting that Suncoast
Hospice is about compassion, comfort and ease of
the transition. “Empath
Health also offers caregiver services, support

groups, dementia education, palliative care,
HIV/AIDS services and
more.”
Deputy
Lawson
hopes to change mindsets around hospice care
and other support.
“When we talk about
hospice, some people
think, ‘You are going to
kill me off.’ We need

them to understand that
it’s preparation for the
path for comfort and a
smooth transition home.”
Join Us
If you are interested
in joining the Care Council, please call us at (727)
523-3427. To learn more
about Empath Health,
visit EmpathHealth.org.

any better. The chemicals found in diet sodas
are terribly poisonous,
linked to multiple diseases including lupus
and
multiple
sclerosis and cause rebound weight gain.
You can’t deny that
processed foods like
Doritos, sodas and cookies will take a majority of
grocery budget to keep
stocked in your household cabinets. So why not
commit to buying healthier foods and stay away
from the Taco Bells,
KFCs and McDonalds.
Here is a list of affordable healthy foods:
• Organic almond milk
• Raw nuts and seeds
• Cage-free organic
eggs
• Avocados
• Broccoli
• Cabbage
• Collard greens
• Fermented foods you
can make at home
Make your own burgers at home and fresh cut
fries, but fry them in either organic unrefined
coconut oil or avocado
oil, which is very healthy.
ALDI has organic grassfed beef for about $5.99
per pound. Check out
Sprouts, Trader Joe’s and

Whole Foods Market for
sales on organic meat
and poultry. When it’s on
sale, stock up!
If you prepare your
meals ahead of time, you
will be less likely to run
out for fast food. At the
end of the day, fast food
may be cheap, but the
real cost is to your
health, which can get
very expensive in the
way of missed time off
work, early retirement
and lots of health care
costs.
I would like to see
everyone healthy, and I
know that change is
hard, but make a pact
with your family to live
and eat healthier because
you love one another and
want everyone to live a
long, healthy, happy life.
If you have any questions regarding this article, please email me at
doctor valentine@aslimmeryou.us
Dr. Valentine is a
weight loss consultant, a
health consultant and a
chiropractor. You can
reach her at 855-771SLIM (7546) or stop by A
Slimmer You at 10300
49th St. N, Suite 211. Log
on to www.aslimmeryou.us
for more information.

CONNECT WITH US!
HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine

Want organ damage? Keep eating fast food!
BY R. RAMONA
VALENTINE

One of the reasons so
many people are overweight and ill in this
country is because of
their high consumption
of fast food. It’s cheap,
highly processed, chemical laden foods that
wreak havoc on the
glands, brain, liver, heart
and other organs.
Fast food is extremely processed and
contains chemical additives such as MSG
(monosodium
glutamate), a flavor enhancer
that is linked to multiple
health issues including
obesity, headaches and
tumors. In addition, it is
prepared with cancercausing chemical preservatives, fillers, oils and
other products. Not to
mention the poisonous
Styrofoam the food is
placed in for take-out that
is linked to health issues
itself.
Have you ordered off
the dollar menu? Supersized those fries and
drink? These items
might be cheap, but
these products are high
in unhealthy oils, refined
grains, refined white

sugar, high fructose corn
syrup and factory farmed
and processed meats.
Our government actually supports a diet of
foods containing high
fructose corn syrup,
trans fats, soybean and
corn oil and grain-fed cattle due to the flawed farm
subsidy
program.
Through the use of unhealthy filler ingredients
and preservatives, junk
food is made cheaper to
consume than a healthy
meal. The worse foods
for you are cheaper to
buy. Many people do not
know what a healthy
meal consists of.
There is a huge problem in U.S. schools with
the processed meals the
children are receiving,
which is just about equivalent to a fast food meal.
For instance, the turkey
sandwiches the children
are fed contains dozens,
possibly more than a
hundred ingredients, literally a cocktail of chemicals.
I advise any parent to
start packing their child’s
lunch immediately, using
organic meats, whole
grains, fresh vegetables
and fruit and absolutely
nothing processed. Also,

stay away from the sugary,
chemical-laden
condiments. Try making
your own salad dressings, ketchup and mayonnaise
at
home.
Hundreds of recipes can
be found online.
This cocktail of chemicals found in processed
turkey
and
other
processed meats is
linked to behavioral
problems, ADHD and
cancer, as well as many
other conditions. Instead
of being taken off the offending food, the child instead is taken to their
doctor and placed on
ADHD drugs.
You know that McDonald’s McRib sandwich you wait all year
for? It contains more
than 70 ingredients including artificial and addictive flavors. With the
pork consisting of restructured meat byproducts made from the pig
products
normally
thrown away, it is stuffed
full of MSG to trick your
brain into thinking it’s
delicious.
The same process
goes into their beef and
chicken products, and
unfortunately, many parents do not realize they

are feeding their children
this poisonous, unhealthy food every time
they buy a Happy Meal.
Even the French fries are
coated with MSG!
The National Dairy
Council is working with
fast food chains to push
cheese sales on the
American people, much
of which is processed
and contained in fast
food items such as Pizza
Hut’s Cheesy Bites Pizza,
Burger King’s Cheesy
Angus Bacon Cheeseburger and even Wendy’s
Double Melt sandwich.
Our government, instead
of protecting us, is working alongside these fast
food giants to keep providing these unhealthy
meals.
Now let’s discuss
sodas. Far too many
Americans are drinking
sodas and other sugary
drinks. There’s no wonder why we have such a
high rate of diabetes,
heart disease and obesity. These sodas have
highly addictive chemicals in them that make it
hard to kick the habit
once you start. I call it
“liquid crack.”
And don’t think popping open a diet soda is
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Teaching with heart and passion

Michael Thornton: St. Pete’s Finest

BY DEXTER MCCREE

BY DEXTER MCCREE

Feature Writer

Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
It is quite a sight being in
a classroom with Sharrell
McInerney and watching
how she opens up the
minds of high school students. It is nothing short
of amazing.
You know the effectiveness of a teacher
when their students’
eyes light up in the midst
of an academic discussion, and they take on
the look of awe! Well, I
saw it happening, and I
became fascinated by the
students’ reactions.
Marine Science is not
exactly the easiest subject to teach, but McInerney presented it to the
class like she was preparing them for a trip to Disney World.
You should have seen
the suspense in her student’s eyes as she narrated a video discussion
on ocean zone’s varying
pressure and their effects on the human body,
which then took on a life
of its own. Her knowledge of the subject matter is apparent, and her
zeal for teaching is incredible.
“I just want them to
know science because
science is all around
them. Our kids are
smart, but they oftentimes don’t know how
bright they are. If they
struggle with a concept,
it doesn’t mean that they
are not able, it just means
that there is a different
way for them to understand it,” explained
McInerney.
McInerney is the science academic coach
and department head at
Gibbs High School
where she’s taught for
four years in various assignments.
Assistant
Principal DeJuan Patrick

RIVERVIEW
—
Strong family ties helped
to create a loving and caring heart in Michael
Thornton. He grew up in
south St. Pete in the Harbordale neighborhood, an
area often affiliated with
crime and poverty. He did
not let his environment
determine his outcome,
and is now helping to create better futures for atrisk children.
As the first AfricanAmerican president and
chief executive officer of
AMIkids, Inc., a nationally-recognized, non-profit
organization that serves
at-risk youth with 43 local
programs in nine states,
Thornton is a product of
good upbringing.
His parents, Al and
Mattie, made sure that he
and his siblings stayed involved in activities that
would develop leadership
skills. He attended Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church,
played Little League football with the Lakewood,
Jr. Spartans, joined the
Cub Scouts Pack 294 at
Lakewood
United
Methodist Church, sang
with the St. Pete Boys
Choir and participated in
Alpha Leadership under
the late Vyrle Davis.
His leadership skills
became evident at Osceola High School where he
graduated in 1985. Voted
“Most Athletic Male” his
senior year, Thornton was
captain of the football
team, recognized on the
Pinellas County First
Team-All
Conference,
First Team All-County and
All-Suncoast as a defensive back.
All of the effort his
parents put into raising
him paid off, for Thornton
has recently celebrated
one year at the helm of

refers to her as an educator who wants to develop
the entire child.
“Ms. McInerney genuinely cares about her
students,” said Patrick.
“She doesn’t just look at
science. She inspires
growth in students like
taking a young girl and
helping her to become a
mature woman. She’s passionate about education.”
Her enthusiasm for
learning is rooted in her
upbringing in the Bahamas. Born and raised
in Nassau, she was challenged to explore, discover and diversify. In
high school, she joined
the academic groups, science and Spanish clubs.
For personal development, she signed up for
sign language and joined
Bible and debate teams.
For extracurricular activities, McInerney joined
the band as a majorette
and the track team as a
middle-level sprinter.
She graduated from
the University of Tampa,
earning a Bachelor of

Science in Marine Science and Biology. She
continued at the university, earning a master’s
degree in teaching.
While in college, she
took on leadership roles
as a tour guide for the admissions office and a resident assistant in the
dormitory. She is a proud
member of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority and Tri-Beta Science fraternity. She also
served on the university’s event planning
board and as a writer for
their literary magazine.
McInerney’s student
progress and achievement drive her success.
It is an agreement that
she makes with the students. She promises
them that they will be in
a safe, caring and intellectual environment, and
in return, the students
vow to put forth extra effort, time and trust that
she will help them overcome past failures.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

NAACP updated election information
Monday, Oct. 8 from
6-7:30 p.m. – First meeting of the Nominating
Committee and interviews for those wanting
to run for office or serve
on the at-large Executive
Committee. Positions to
be interviewed: President, 1st vice president,
2nd vice president, secretary, assistant secretary,
treasurer, assistant treasurer, executive commit-

tee members (at-large)
Monday, Oct 15. —
Second meeting of the
Nominating Committee
and interviews for above
stated offices will continue
Tuesday, Oct. 23 @
6:30 p.m. — General
membership meeting and
nomination of offices and
members at-large of the
Executive
Committee
meeting; election of the

Elections Supervisory
Committee
Thursday, Nov. 27 —
St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP Elections polls
open from 1-5:30 p.m.
(Must have photo ID)
Thursday, Nov. @
6:30p.m. — Election results presented and general
membership
meeting
Thursday, Dec. 6 from
5-6:00 p.m. — Run-off

election in the event of a
tie
Important notice: To
be nominated for an office you must complete a
nomination committee
form.
All elections activity
will occur at the Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th
Ave. S.
Questions, please call
Secretary Lydia Brown at
(727) 709-3290

AMIkids, Inc., an organization he’s been with for
28 years.
He began his career as
a remedial education instructor, where he interacted with the youth on a
daily basis. At the same
time, he was volunteering
as a tutor at Mt. Zion Progressive when the late
pastor Wilkins Garrett, Jr.
encouraged him to attend
a hiring event at the Pinellas County Urban League.
It went well. Thornton,
right out of college, got
the job at the Pinellas Marine Institute, a local program
of
Associated
Marine Institutes (AMI).
In 2009, AMI renamed itself AMIkids, highlighting
the core value of putting
kids first and better representing the wide range of
services offered, far beyond its origins within a
marine-based instruction.
From
there,
he
quickly ascended through
the leadership ranks,
working for seven programs and serving as an
executive director at five
of them in three different
states. He joined the

home office as a regional
director and then took on
the position as director of
human resources and
soon after as vice president of support services.
When he became the
president and chief operating officer, it allowed
him to oversee and guide
all operational aspects of
the organization. The next
step, of course, was president and CEO, a position
he’s been excelling in for
a year.
“I am honored to have
the opportunity to lead
this great organization,”
said Thornton. “I intend
to continue to focus on
providing excellent service to our kids and our
customers by adhering to
our guiding principles and
core values. We are an organization full of passionate individuals who want
to ensure our kids find
their full potential within.”
Thornton and his wife,
Darlene, live in Riverview
are happily married with
two adult children.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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Theresa “Momma Tee” Lassiter dies at age 62
MOMMA, from front page

She even used her influence with top cop Anthony
Holloway to stop an eviction of a young mother
with a special-needs child
who had been fighting.
She got the job done.
After the Tampa Bay
Times published an exposé on the state of south
St. Pete’s failing schools,
she decided to adopt
Lakewood Elementary.
She rounded up mentors
to volunteer at the school,
and in 2015, she held a
huge Christmas party for
95 of the school’s neediest
children.
With money left over
from her LawFest and donated items, she provided
food, gifts for the children
and each child was able to
take a wrapped present
home for their parents.
She held one of these parties in 2016 and in 2017.
Like I said before, she
got the job done.
And
speaking
of
LawFest, Momma Tee
founded a yearly work-

shop where people could
obtain free legal advice. In
2002, she and her buddy
Foster, who is an attorney,
would set up shop at
Shirley’s
Soul
Food
Restaurant and he would
give away legal advice
with the purchase of
breakfast.
Last year, the 14th annual LawFest saw close to
500 people stopping by for
advice on matters such as
patent law, immigration,
civil litigation, divorce,
wills, child support and
even mental health issues.
She got things done.
She had planned to
take the 15th annual workshop on the road so that
more people could be
reached, but she had become too ill. However,
being ill did not stop her
from having one of her famous
back-to-school
events.
This August, while in a
rehabilitation center in
Largo, Momma Tee held a
back-to-school giveaway

for the staff. Being too
sick to plan one for the
children of south St. Pete,
she decided the show
must go on. And with help
from her friends, she got
the job done.
“Momma Tee” was
born the eighth child of
William and Rosetta Morgan Sowell on Oct. 27,
1955. She was one of nine
children reared in a closeknit religious family.
She graduated from St.
Pete High School and
eventually earned an Associate of Arts Degree in
Paralegal Studies from St.
Petersburg College.
After spending some
time going down the
wrong path, Momma Tee
started her life of grassroots activism after the
riots that gripped the city
in 1996. Soon after, while
serving on the Weed &
Seed Prevention Intervention Committee, she created and organized with
the police department the
first Back to Basics Family

Momma Tee and members of the police department at the 2016
Successes Unlimited back-to-school giveaway.

www.shorecrest.org/OpenHouse or call 727-456-7511

Fun Day Festival to unite
the community and the
police.
In 2000, Momma Tee
started a non-profit organization called Successes
Unlimited Women &
Youth Business Center,
Inc., which provided resources and programs to
benefit the entire family.
One such program was
Mother’s First, where parents could obtain muchneeded
services,
education and training,
parenting skills and resources for children in
grades K-12.
In 2015, Successes Unlimited held their first
“How to Prevent Crime in
the Black Community?”
back-to-school giveaway
that featured battling DJs,
poster and essay contests,
games for the children,
food, and of course,
school supplies. If a parent
were unable to attend the
event, she would actually
drive to their homes and
deliver the supplies.

Momma Tee Lassiter protesting the eventual
lease of the Manhattan Casino to the Callaloo
Group last Aug.
She got the job done.
and Herman; grandchilUnbeknownst to her, dren
Imani,
Omari,
cancer was ravishing her Makayla and Deviji’on and
body during her 2017 a host of family, friends
mayoral run. She put her and her beloved commuhat in the ring after flip- nity.
ping through a 1996 city
A wake will be held
budget book and realizing Friday, Oct. 5 from 6-8
not had changed in two p.m. at Bethel Community
decades.
Church, 2901 54th Ave. S.
Momma Tee leaves The funeral will take place
behind to cherish her Saturday, Oct. 6 at Prayer
memory her children La Tower Church, 1137 37th
Twanya, Kendra, Holly St. S, starting at 11 a.m.

In 2015, Momma Tee Lassiter held a Christmas Party
for 95 of the neediest children at Lakewood Elementary.
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Celebrating sickle cell disease awareness
SCDAA, from front page

get headaches,” said Antonesia.
Sickle cell disease
(SCD) is accompanied by
severe pain attacks and
poor oxygen delivery
throughout the body that
can cause critical damage
to organs. Currently, the
only cure is hematopoietic
stem cell transplantation—
a costly procedure in which
stem cells are taken from
the bone marrow or blood
of a healthy donor and then
injected into the recipient to

generate red blood cells
free of disease.
SCD has impacted the
lives of more than 100,000
Americans. One in every
365 African- American babies and one out of every
16,300 Hispanic-American
babies are affected by the
disease.
In addition, one in every
13 African-American babies
is born with the sickle cell
trait (SCT), which is when
a person inherits one sickle
cell gene and one normal

gene. People with SCT usually do not have any of the
symptoms of SCD, but they
can pass the trait on to their
children.
This situation was a positive for African babies who
lived in areas where
malaria was prevalent because the one sickled gene
inoculated the infant
against the chronic and
deadly effects of sickle cell
anemia.
If both parents have
SCT, there is a 50 percent

chance that any child of
theirs will also have SCT.
Also, if both parents have
SCT, there is a 25 percent
chance that any child of
theirs will have SCD. There
is the same 25 percent
chance that the child will
not have SCD or SCT.
On April 4, 1972, the
Sickle Cell Foundation of
St. Petersburg was founded
by Murph and former Senator William Fleece. Her
passion for sickle cell
awareness and research

was born in 1966 when her
daughter, Terri, was diagnosed with the illness.
Murph set up the first
sickle cell office in her
home with only a telephone
and answering machine.
She worked full time as an
educator while she and her
husband cared for two children with the disease.
***
Dozens of door prizes
were given away this year,
along with entertainment
provided the Mt. Zion

KINGdom Boys from Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, and the
Heffner and Heffner Jazz
Band filled the room with
soulful jazz and R&B.
Friends and family enjoyed an evening of good
food and fellowship in the
name of sickle cell awareness.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
See SCDAA, page 9
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SCDAA, from page 8

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

But then she met him
You never know who will help you
when you step outside of your comfort zone. Often, people will let the
“unknown” restrict their growth. But,
what if your desire is to do more? Will
you take a chance and go for it?
Jeannine Lee Lake is campaigning
for Indiana’s Sixth Congressional District seat. Although she had never
served in public office, she won her
five-person Democratic Primary Election. After Donald Trump was elected
president, she felt compelled to do
something.
This is the same motivation expressed by a number of other Democratic candidates. Lake’s case,
however, may feel a bit closer to the
White House. In November, she will
face Republican challenger Gregory
Pence. If the name sounds familiar, he
is the older brother of Vice President
Michael Pence.
Financially, Lake’s campaign was
struggling. Pence’s campaign, on the
other hand, raised close to $2 million,
while Lake’s fundraising efforts were
just shy of $12,000. As of mid-September, Lake reported that she had not
received money from the Democratic
National Committee. Had her Party
conceded the seat and thus making it
easier for the vice president’s brother
to join him in Washington?
Help for Lake showed up in an unexpected series of events. A few
months ago, Lake was en route to
meet a group of supporters. When
she stopped to get gas, her campaign’s credit card was declined. Still,
she continued on her way, with little
gas, to downtown Muncie, Ind., to
meet with supporters.
Lake’s timing could not have been
any better. Upon arriving downtown,
she met comedian David Letterman
who was in town to visit a group of students at his alma mater. She took the
bold step and introduced herself to
him. By the time the conversation was
over, she had a cash donation of

Jeannine Lee Lake
$1,160.
Note, because of campaign rules,
Lake refunded a part of the donation.
Letterman was not done showing
his support; however, a few days ago
he spoke at Lake’s private fundraiser.
In addition, there was a VIP event beforehand of which individuals could
join Letterman in support of Lake.
Both events were well attended,
and Lake was hopeful that she would
have enough money to run some television advertisements. Furthermore,
Lake’s local Democratic party chair
raised approximately $50,000 for her.
Lake went from not having
enough campaign money to buy a
tank of gas to befriending a famous comedian who not only contributed to
her campaign but who also helped her
raise money – and lots of it.
She could have stayed on the sidelines. After all, all indicators said she
did not have a chance to win.
What a difference a day makes?
Some may doubt, but then she met
him. You just never know who is waiting to help you until you try.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author,
and public servant. www.emergingfree.com

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623
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Red Tent Market is officially open
LEGEND, from front page

thers of our city,” said
Michael Jalazo, executive director and CEO of
PERC.
PERC’s goal is to
offer successful re-entry
into society for ex-offenders by addressing their
needs through education
and employment. They
individualize programs
and classes to meet the
returned citizen’s specific areas of concern
such as substance abuse,
batterer’s intervention,
anger management and
psychosocial skills.
Through
partnerships with the City of St.
Petersburg, the 2020 Initiative, Pinellas County
Urban League, St. Petersburg College, Pinellas Technical College,
the Pinellas Opportunity
Council,
Mt.
Zion
Human Services and others, PERC has successfully transformed the
building that sits at 1601
16th St. S into a beacon
for those who are looking to get their lives back
on track.
They offer transitional living communities
that are safe, sober and
stable living environments for those who are
willing to make a commitment and invest an effort in improving their
lives.
Their Second Chance
Tiny
Homes
Program provides Carpentry and OSHA Certification
at
Pinellas
Technical College. Participants get paid parttime
for
hands-on
training in the construction trade.
Their Career Pathways program provides
employment services for
those with background
challenges who are making changes in their lives
and seeking employment, and the Success
Training And Retention
Services (S.T.A.R.S.) program helps people needing jobs and soft skills
training.
“We talk a lot in this
city about what the role
of government is and
should be, but quite
frankly it should not be
government’s role standing alone to make that
change,” said Mayor
Rick Kriseman. “It has to
be a partnership between government and
the community.”
Deputy Mayor Dr.
Kanika Tomalin remi-

nisced about spending
her childhood on the
16th street corridor. On a
Friday night, if her mom
decided not to cook, they
would head down to
Red’s Snack Shak, Connie’s BBQ or her aunt’s
Sixteenth Street Fish
Market.
“If there was accountancy to be done, it happened right here with Dr.
Welch. The NAACP
lifted our community
right here on this corridor,”
she
recalled,
adding that as St. Pete
changes, some things remain the same.
“And even as this corridor continues to reinvent itself, it has always
been and will always be a
cradle for entrepreneurship. Entrepreneurship
from people who look
and live like us.”
The deputy mayor
said the rededication of
the Dr. David T. Welch
Center serves as a rededication of the city’s commitment to support
entrepreneurs.
Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch
was on hand to say a few
words about his father’s
vision in the community.
“This building for
more than 50 years, has
served as a center for
progress and business
and hope and opportunity. That’s what my father believed in,” Welch
said. “He loved this community, and he believed
that for true progress,
everyone must have the
opportunity to move forward, including folks
who have made a mistake, paid their debt to
society and who want to
move forward with their
lives.”
In Dr. Welch’s 1976
doctoral thesis, he mentions a young Watson
Haynes, who back then
was the president of the
NAACP now the president and CEO Pinellas
County Urban League,
and his work with
Florida Power to put exoffenders to work on a
pilot program.
“We’ve come back to
square one and that vision and that mission of
making sure that everyone has the opportunity
to rebuild their lives and
to move forward,” said
Commissioner Welch.
The Oct. 2 ceremony
also served as the grand
opening for the Red Tent

Market. Founder Barbara Rhode, a licensed
marriage and family therapist, started the Red
Tent Initiative in 2012 at
the Pinellas County Jail
for women as a form of
therapy.
Red Tent aims to stop
the cycle of recidivism
and make sure that when
their women are released, they are not isolated and alienated
anymore and that they
have a place to come
that’s safe.
While in jail, however, these women are
encouraged to create art.
The ticket into the class
is a sewing needle. While
sewing and creating, the
non-violent offenders can
listen to music and drink
coffee while enjoying an
atmosphere of trust and
encouragement.
The ladies are also
given an opportunity to
earn their GED. An instructor from Pinellas
Technical College will
help them study and pass
the test. Through this
program, while they are
incarcerated they are
also students of the college.
All of the art they create will be tucked away
safely until they are released. Then it can be
sold in the market.
“Our women can
come out of jail and continue to create with their
hands,” said Rhode.
Inside the store, located a few doors down
from PERC’s office at
1535 16th St. S, you’ll
find reasonably priced
handmade jewelry, tote
bags, pillows, paintings,
hair bands, greeting card
and other unique whimsical works of art crafted
by Red Tent members
and crafting enthusiast.
The artists receive 65
percent of the proceeds
and PERC gets the other
35 percent.
Dr. Tomalin summed
up the event when she
said Dr. Welch was a beacon of leadership and
service
for
many
decades. “First in person
and now through his
name and his inspiration,
his legacy of services
continues so eloquently,
boldly and wonderfully
through his son and others in his family.”
For more information
on PERC, please visit
www.exoffender.org.
See LEGEND, page 11
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LEGEND, from page 10

Michael Jalazo, executive director and CEO of PERC.

Pastor Ricardo Welch gave the invocation to start the ceremony.

Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin

Red Tent Market Founder Barbara Rhode

Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch

“Today is about opportunity,” said Mayor Rick Kriseman. “Everyone that is
here is committed to making sure that the people in this community--all
races, all religions, all genders, all orientations, those who've made a
mistake and have paid their dues--everyone has an opportunity.”

J enile Welfare Boa
Juv
ard

Fait
a th
th-Based Mini
Mini-Gr
Grrants
JWB Faith-Based Mini-Grants are designed to en
ncourage
ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶĂŶĚĞŶŚĂŶĐĞƚŚĞǁŽƌŬŽĨƐŵĂůůĨĂŝƚŚͲďĂƐĞĚ
ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐƚŚĂƚŚĂǀĞĂŶŶƵĂůŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐďƵĚŐĞƚƐŽĨ
ΨϱϬϬ͕ϬϬϬŽƌůĞƐƐĂŶĚƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŽƌ
ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ǇŽƵƚŚ͕ŽƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ
in Pinellas
P
County.
DŝŶŝŵƵŵǁĂƌĚŵŽƵŶƚͲΨϭ͕ϱϬϬ
DĂǆŝŵƵŵǁĂƌĚŵŽƵŶƚͲΨϱ͕ϬϬϬ
'ƌĂŶƚWĞƌŝŽĚͲϭϭͬϭϱͬϭϴƚŽϵͬϯϬͬϭϵ

Ho
ow To Apply
ŽŵƉůĞƚĞĨƵůůĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͕ƚŽŝŶĐůƵĚĞďƵĚŐĞƚĂŶĚ
ƉƌŽŽĨŽĨƚĂǆĞǆĞŵƉƟŽŶ͕ĂŶĚƐƵďŵŝƚďǇĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ͘
ƉƉůǇďǇKĐƚŽď
ďĞƌϭϬ͕ϮϬϭϴĂƚϭϮEŽŽŶ

To Request A
An Application
ǁǁǁ͘ũǁďƉŝŶĞůůĂƐ͘ŽƌŐŐͬĨĂŝƚŚͲďĂƐĞĚͲŵŝŶŝͲŐƌĂŶƚƐ
KƌĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ>ŽƌƌĂǇŶĞ
Ğ,ĂǇĞƐĂƚϳϮϳͲϰϱϯͲϱϲϱϰ
ŽƌƌĨƉΛũǁ
ǁďƉŝŶĞůůĂƐ͘ŽƌŐ

Optional Funding Workshops
DŽŶĚĂǇ͕
Ǉ͕^ĞƉƚĞŵď
ďĞƌϮϰ͕ϮϬϭϴ – Ϯ͗ϬϬWD
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕
Ǉ͕^ĞƉƚĞŵ
ŵďĞƌϮϲ͕ϮϬϭϴʹϵ͗ϬϬD
:ƵǀĞŶŝůĞtĞůĨĂƌĞ
t
ŽĂƌĚ
ƌ͕&>
ϭϰϭϱϱϱϴƚŚ^ƚƌĞĞƚƚEŽƌƚŚ͕ůĞĂƌǁĂƚĞƌ͕
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, Pastor Brian
K. Brown and members give
thanks to God for his continual mercy, grace and abundant blessings.
We were favored with a
message from Associate
Minister Anthony Miffin on
Sunday, ‘Do You Have A War
Room? The scripture text
came from Matthew 6:6-13.
The message pointed us to a
place where we can go to
make our request known to
God for provisions and for
giving praise to Him for
those provisions. So, do you
have a war room? The doors
are open, and an invitation is
extended to worship with us
on Sundays where you can
receive the full depth of each
message.
Fifth Sunday’s Operation
Love was a great success. In
addition to providing items
our sick and shut members
needed, they also received
an anniversary t-shirt so that
too can commemorate 87
years of service.
This month St. Mark is
hosting the 103rd Session of
South Florida Progressive

M. B. Association’s Annual
Session (October 9 – 13).
Prior to the Conference,
we’re inviting the community to come out and be part
of the tent revival in Child’s
Park from October 3 – 5 beginning at 7:00 p.m. nightly.
The Ministry Enhancement
Conference will be held from
October 10 - 12, from 9:30
a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Breakfast
and lunch will be provided as
part of the registration fee of
$34 for Women and Brotherhood $60 for Ministers.
Evening Worship Services
are free and open to everyone beginning at 7:30 p.m.
The youth will have their
Conference on Saturday, October 13 (free to children of
all ages). It will offer Bible
study, of course, team building, robotics, lessons for little people, crafts, and more.
The month of October is
the month of total celebration as we mark the 87th
year of St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church and officially
burn our mortgage! First up
is an Anniversary Picnic on
October 6 from 11:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. Members, wearing
their anniversary t-shirts,
will gather on the grounds
for fun, fellowship and food!

Pastor’s Corner
The second Sunday is Family & Friends Sunday. We
will also be naming and dedicating the garage and shed
that was totally built by the
late
Minister
Charles
Williams. The celebration
closes out on the 3rd Sunday
with First Baptist Institutional Church, Rev. Dr.
Wayne Thompson, pastor,
coming over for the finale
service. To our surrounding
community we invite you to
join us as we ‘Rejoice’ in the
goodness of God for 87 years
of provision down through
the years and especially for
the provision of being mortgage free as we go forward
in pursuit of Creating a
Bible-Based Haven of Hope,
Help and Healing.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a
heart for the people), the Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally

our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church.
Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us
to much, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available - Call the Church at

(727) 906-8300 – Monday –
Friday from 9:00 AM – 3:00
PM.
HAVE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE AT THE
SHIP?
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENT
EVERY NONDAY IN
THE MONTH OF OCTOBER, 2018 at 7:00 pm, 21/41
Pastor's and First Family Appreciation
Celebration,
Prayer and Planning Meeting, All interested members
are encouraged to attend.
Dea. Arthur Reese, Honorary Chair, Elder Keith and
Sister Carolyn Riggins
Chairs of the WHOSOEVER
WILL, LET HIM COME
Committee.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER
20, 2018 AND 10:00 AM –
FOURTH
QUARTER
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, all Leaders of the
Ship are expected to be in attendance.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Be the Sign!
“And they went forth, and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with
them, and confirming the word with
signs following.” Mark 16:20
In the Spirit everything is already
done. God has already given us “all
things that pertain unto life and godliness through the knowledge of Him who
has called us to glory and virtue (II Peter
1:3).” However, all the things that God
has given us are in the spiritual realm.
All of the blessings of God are invisible.
All of our prayers are already answered
in the heavenly places.
The word, manifestation, means a visible change or a difference that can be
experienced by at least one of the five
senses (seeing, hearing, touching, tasting, and smelling). When the gifts that
God has given us are moved from the
spiritual realm to the natural realm, we
call it manifestation. When the invisible
blessings of God become visible, we call

it manifestation. When our answered
prayers are no longer in the heavenly
places but are tangible on the earth, we
call it manifestation.
Those who have not yet awakened to
this divine nature are a part of this
world’s system and are much like
Thomas, the apostle. Unless they can
see the nail prints in Jesus’ hands and
touch the place where they pierced him
in the side, they won’t believe (John
20:26-28). Therefore, manifestation is so
important for winning of souls. Most
people need miracles, signs and wonders
to activate their faith. Those of us who
have had a spiritual awakening do not
need to follow the signs because the
signs are following us (Mark 16:17-18).
Our transformation and self-discipline
are signs to our family members, friends,
co-workers, classmates, and neighbors
who are watching us. They are looking
for a sign. Be the sign for which they are.

First Mt. Zion MBC
The First Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist church family would like to cordially
invite you to join us as we
celebrate our Unity Day activities.
On Sunday, October 14,
the committee presents,
“Christian Men and Women
in Black and White”. Mt.
Olive Missionary Baptist
Church, Largo, FL with the
Reverend Jerry Booker and

his congregation will be in
charge. All are invited to
come out in your black and
white to join in this spiritual
celebration.
Sunday, October 28 during the 11:00 o’clock hour,
the final worship service will
take place. The speaker for
the occasion is the dynamic
Sister Marsha Tarver, First
Lady at St. John Missionary
Baptist Church, Clearwater,

Florida, where the Reverend
Fleming Tarver is pastor .
This powerful women of
God will boldly proclaim the
spoken word.
Members and ministries
of the church will also be
recognized at this time.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd Street South.
Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr.
is host pastor.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

FINANCIAL AID

ADMISSIONS
New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.
1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).
2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.
3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.
• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).
• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

4. Apply for Financial Aid.
5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500

ENROLL NOW

